
2020A N N U A L R E P O R T

A CHALLENGE
LIKE NEVER BEFORE
HUNGER IN THE AGE OF ADVERSITY



What a year it has been! The COVID-19 pandemic shed a new light on food insecurity and the importance
of hunger relief organizations across our nation, and at home here in Medina County. The support of our local 
businesses, community partners, and you—our community members, volunteers, donors, and champions—allowed 
us to better serve those who needed us during this time. 

Feeding Medina County did not skip a beat during the “shelter in place” orders, and began offering distributions 
weekly rather than monthly to support those who were unable to work and provide for themselves and their 
families. With the help of the National Guard, community volunteers, and our local school districts, we continued 
packing and distributing our Weekender Bags for Children and began offering evening pick up times for families 
of remote/distance learning children across the county. Our Staples for Seniors volunteers began offering door-to-
door drop off bags for apartment complexes who were not comfortable having their seniors pick up food in their 
community rooms, as they had done pre-pandemic. 

In 2020, your support allowed Feeding Medina County to distribute 789,277 pounds of food to Medina County 
residents in need. We anticipate that this need is not going away as our community begins the slow process of 
recovering from the pandemic. Sadly, Feeding America estimates that nearly 24,880 adults and 9,140 children are 
now facing food insecurity in Medina County alone. This means that although we are reaching more people than 
ever, there is still work to be done.

The pandemic certainly brought its challenges, but it also created opportunities for Feeding Medina County to 
mobilize and modify our services to better serve our community, both in the moment and moving into the future. 
We learned that we can better serve our community by bringing food distributions closer to them and began 
exploring new partnerships to make this happen. In April 2021, we debuted our first food distribution at Hidden 
Hollow Camp in Lodi which was made possible by our partners at the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank, the Medina 
County Park District, and of course, all of our donors and supporters. Currently, we are working on securing two 
more sites in the county to ensure that no one has to drive over twenty minutes to get to a distribution site in 
Medina County. This May we also began delivering our Staples for Seniors bags to disabled adults living in subsidized 
housing in Medina County to better serve these residents—many of whom cannot drive to a distribution site. 

With your continued support Feeding Medina County will move forward with mobilizing our mission and finding 
new ways to educate, engage, and lead our community in creating an environment where no one goes hungry. 
Thank you for supporting Feeding Medina County’s critical work in our community—none of this would be 
possible without you. 

In Gratitude, 

Dr. Daryl Kubilus, Jr. 
President, Board of Directors

Katy Fuerst, 
Executive Director

Dear Friends, 
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210,120
Meals provided

2020 FMC Bags Received  
by Each School District

35,864
Meals provided

2020 FMC Senior Bags 
Distributed by City

FACTS & FIGURES

FACTS & FIGURES

WEEKENDERS FOR  
CHILDREN PROGRAM
Our Weekender Bags are provided to elementary-aged children in all of Medina County’s public schools. Eligible children 
are those who receive free or reduced lunch through the National School Lunch Program. This program provides families 
with a safety net and ensures that their children have shelf stable, easy to prepare meals and snacks for the weekend, 
so that they can return to school ready to learn on Monday morning. Feeding Medina County’s volunteers typically pack 
around 1,000 bags for children each week. 

STAPLES FOR SENIORS
Feeding Medina County provides a combination of shelf stable food, dairy, produce, and meat on a monthly basis for 
seniors living in subsidized housing units throughout Medina County. In 2021, we began partnering with Medina 
Metropolitan Housing Authority to expand this program to serve disabled adults living in subsidized housing units. 
We currently provide over 400 individuals with this food each month, allowing them more room in their budget to pay 
for their utilities, housing, and other expenses. 

 Headstart 10%
 Black River 9.1%
 Brunswick 14.7%
 Buckeye 11.2%
 Cloverleaf 14%
 Highland 2%
 Medina 19.1%
 Wadsworth 18.2%
 Bellefaire 1.6%

 Wadsworth 30.2%
 Brunswick 21.5%
 Hinckley 1.3%
 Lodi 17%
 Medina 26.8%
 Spencer 3.2%
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COMMUNITY FOOD 
DISTRIBUTIONS
Feeding Medina County provides monthly food distributions in 
partnership with the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank. Pre-COVID, 
we served around 80 families each month at the Fairgrounds. During 
the height of the pandemic, Feeding Medina County served over 200 
families on a weekly basis. Recognizing that people were driving from 
all over the county to attend these distributions, we began hosting food 
distributions in partnership with the Medina County Park District in 
April of 2021 and with the Wadsworth City Schools in July of 2021. 

GAIL’S STORY
After working all of their lives, Gail and Bill are now retired and living on a fixed 
income in Lodi. A work injury in his youth caused life-long health problems for 
Bill, and an accident in November 2019 resulted in Gail breaking her leg. These 
major health set-backs left them with overwhelming medical bills and made 
grocery shopping extremely difficult. The money that they were spending on 
doctor’s visits and medical bills was coming out of funds that they would usually 
use for food. The break in Gail’s leg made it impossible for her to drive all the 
way to the Medina Fairgrounds, but once Feeding Medina County began offering 
food distributions in Lodi, she felt immediate relief. “This is fantastic,” said Gail. 
“It is so much closer to me. I have not come [to the Fairgrounds] in the past seven 
months due to a serious injury and not walking. I had to say thank you and may 
our dear Lord bless all of you at Feeding Medina County.” Your support allows 
Feeding Medina County to provide Community Food Distributions in Medina and 
Lodi and gives Medina County residents like Gail and her husband the opportunity 
to receive food at no cost.

FACTS & FIGURES

Residence of Families 
Served at Distributions

 Medina
 Wadsworth
 Brunswick
 Lodi
 Chippewa Lake
 Seville

Hinckley
Litchfield  
Spencer  
Homerville  
Valley City  
Westfield Center

Individuals Served  
at Direct Distributions

 Children (0 – 17) 33%
 Adults (18 – 55) 47%
 Seniors (55+) 20%

New Families* 
Served at Direct 
Distributions 
During 2020

*  “new” indicates that the 
family has not been served 
by Feeding Medina County 
or a local food pantry before

24%

4



Nancy Gaj got involved with Feeding Medina County in 2017, after she saw the truck driving 
around town. “I saw the truck and I looked Feeding Medina County up online. I was recently 
retired and thought, ‘maybe I can help out here,’” she said. She first volunteered in the 
warehouse, packing bags for seniors. 

Nancy, a resident of Hinckley Township, wanted to find a way to serve seniors in need 
in her hometown. Hinckley does not currently have any subsidized housing facilities, 
but Nancy knew that the township offered other programs—such as snowplowing—for 
income-restricted seniors. She reached out to the Hinckley Outreach program to ensure 
that Feeding Medina County’s information was provided to families in need. 

Through this effort, Nancy was able to locate five senior families in need in Hinckley 
Township. They enrolled in Feeding Medina County’s Staples for Seniors Program. Every 

month, Nancy picks up bags of food for these community members and drops the food off at their homes. When asked why 
she loves volunteering for Feeding Medina County, Nancy answered “No matter what your situation, every single human 
being deserves to have food on the table. That’s a basic human right.” She acknowledges that it can be nerve-wracking to 
begin volunteering with any organization, but says “Everybody at Feeding Medina County is always helpful and makes 
[you] feel comfortable and welcome.” To get involved as a volunteer, visit https://feedingmedinacounty.org/volunteer/  
or email Kelly Smith at kelly@feedingmedinacounty.org.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

513,898
PANTRY DELIVERY
Lbs. of Food Delivered to Pantries 
through out the County

FACTS & FIGURES

FACTS & FIGURES

275
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
# of Active Volunteers

5,546 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM  
# of Volunteer Hours
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FINANCIALS

Revenue & Support Amount Percentage

 In-Kind Contributions $317,858.78 24.7

 Donations $703,877.43 54.6

 Grant Income $112,452.00 8.7

 Fundraising Income $154,863.35 12

Total $1,289,051.56

Expenses Amount Percentage

 Program Services $685,433.78 82

  Management &  
General Expense $99,906.00 12

 Fundraising Expenses $52,171.00 6

Total  $837,510.78 

Donor Story 
SMITH BROS. INC.
Jeremy Smith, owner of Smith Bros., Inc. in Medina, first 
heard about Feeding Medina County when he attended our 
benefit dinner. It was at the gala that he learned of the valuable 
role Feeding Medina County plays in helping those in need 
by addressing food insecurity throughout the county. After 
that experience, he chose to benefit Feeding Medina County 
through Smith Bros., Inc.’s Mulch for Meals Initiative. 

Jeremy described the initiative, saying “Feeding Medina 
County’s mission to help those dealing with food insecurity 
directly in our community resonated with us on a profound 
level. As a local company ourselves, we feel that it is important 
to give back any way that we can.” This initiative became 
even more important as the COVID-19 pandemic hit. “When 
talking to Feeding Medina County, we realized the need was 
particularly high during that time, due to families being 
out of work and children being out of school. What better 
cause to support than one with such a valuable mission right 
here in our backyard?” We couldn’t agree more with Jeremy 
and are so grateful for the support of Smith Bros., Inc. and 
our community. 

Revenue & Support Expenses

To ensure our sustainability Feeding Medina County  
keeps six months operating expenses in reserves. 

6



DONORS
10,000+
ACRFB*
Claudia Bjerre and 

Andrea Senich 
Borden Dairy*
John and Mary 

Dunham
James and Adrienne 

Gerspacher
GFS* 
Medina County Farm 

Bureau*
Medina Veterinary 

Clinic, LLC
Dennis O’Brien
3M Foundation 
Cynthia Knight 
Sandridge*
Sanson*
Smith Brothers Mulch 
Smucker*
Westfield Insurance 
United Way of Summit 

& Medina

7,500+
Anonymous (2)
First Christian Church 

Wadsworth
Suzanne Heiszek
Jim and Joan Krejci
Frank and Becky 

Shotwell
Willard E. Smucker 

Foundation

5,000+ 
Albrecht Trucking 

Company
Aldi*
Jack Denkewalter
David Edmonds and 

Marie Mirro Edmonds 
Enbridge
Rohrer Corporation
Peter and Cristi 

Schwanke
Robert and Lucy 

Sondles
Synergy Networking 

Group LLC
Unilock Ohio
Wolff Family 

Charitable Trust
Zion Lutheran Valley 

City*

2,500+ 
Todd Amsdell
Bruce Armstrong
Russell Black
Katherine Broucek
Chatham Township
Mark and Judith 

Crumley
Suzanne Dean
Charles Denniston

Michael and Josette 
English

Robert Farkas
Fire-Dex
Jim and Nancy Gowe
Great Lakes 

Construction
James and Carol 

Guilford
Diane Hackman
Homestead Insurance 

Agency
Huntington National 

Bank
Inspire Foundation
Jean P. Wade 

Foundation
Medina Christian 

Academy*
Medina County JVSD
Medina County Senior 

Services Network
Medina Co. Sheriff’s 

Office*
Medina Lodge #647
Gene Miller
Northwood Charitable 

Foundation
Elizabeth O’Grady
Anthony and Judith 

Ottobre
Dr. Kelly and William 

Parker 
RPM International
Bruce Saxman
Karen Schlather
Mark Sipp
Bob Smith and Ann 

Cole
Pat Taylor and Rosanne 

Summerville
Norma Wagner
Wolff Bros. Supply
Woodbine Products 

Company
Zion Evangelical 

Lutheran Church

1,000+ 
620 Corporation 
Karine Agabekyan 
Nancy Alleman 
Ameri-Cal Corp. Erik 
and Peggy 

Andryszak 
Armstrong Cable 
Aspire Energy of Ohio 
Donald and Carol 

Baker
Thomas and Cathy 

Batiuk
Jan Bennett
Valerie Bialek 
Bidinger Ice Cream 
Heidi Bogue   
Kathleen Bolan      
Tony and Sandy Bove

Joan Braun
Brunswick Board of 

Education
Brunswick Food Pantry
Joanne Buttolph
C & L Properties
Carlson Funeral Home
James and Patricia 

Chapman
Citizens For Obhof
Curt and Anita Clontz
Kathryn Cockrell
Committee to Elect 

Donna Beheydt
Paul and Alice Cox
Dairy Queen 
Richard and Barb 

Dasch
Larry and Iris Davison
Mary and Richard 

Demastes
DFA Cares Foundation
Bernard Dick
Courtney Dilanni
Enterprise Holdings
EQT Foundation
First Energy 

Workplace Giving
Bill Frantz
Jonathan and Judith 

Funk
Anthony and Sally 

Giovinazzo
Tami Glover
Jason Goodman
John and Jennifer 

Graham
Christopher Greene
Michael and Karen 

Hagans
Frederick Haldiman
Cathy Hall
Suzanne Harman
William Harrington
Charles Hedberg
William Hill
James and Lora 

Hitchcock
Dean and Karen 

Holman
Holy Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church

Angela Huston
Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows
Larry and Francine 

Johns
Carol Jordan
Molly Karpinski
Glenn and Carla Kaser
Keller Meats*
Christian Kienast
Ronald and Beth 

Kilchenman
John and Susan Klein 
Mark Krosse

Phyllis Krzys
Stephen and Marilyn 

Kuzyk
John and Maureen 

Lawrence
Richard Legenza
Leroy United 

Methodist Women
Ronald and Jill Linek
Little Brown Mouse 

Plumbing
Living Word Luthern 

Church
Lorain-Medina Rural 

Electric Cooperative
Dennis and Loretta 

Maille 
Lu Anne Mariano
Robert Masternak
Maximum Potential 

Chiropractic
Jane McHugh
MDG Flooring*
Richard Meade
Medina Assembly of 

God
Medina County 4-H 

Junior Leaders
Medina County Board 

of Realtors
Medina County 

Leadership Ball*
Medina County Safety 

Council
Lydia Melik
Meyer Hatchery*
Thomas and Jacqueline 

Minch 
Glenn Mitchell
Modern Telecom 

Consulting
Matthew Nimon
Josh and Ellen Nolan
NOPEC Foundation
Mary Ogden
Paul and Rebecca 

Parsons
Pleasant Valley 

Corporation
Jeff and Patricia 

Plumer
Cathy and Mason 

Posner
Premier Thermal 

Solutions
Sherry and Henry 

Prijatel
Warren Raese
Paula Ransbottom
Andrea Rapp
Reusch Diesel
Timothy Rhodes
Philip and Lisa Rice
Rico Manufacturing
Terrance and Annette 

Robson
Mike and Tracie Rose

Donald and Theresa 
Rosenhamer

Brian and Laurie 
Russell

Stacey Sadowski
Ron and Betty Saverno
Kenneth and Cynthia 

Schell
Jeff and Susan 

Schomer
Linda Serafin
Cynthia Showalter
Roger Smalley
Mary Smith
Dory and Thomas 

Smith
Timothy Smith
Smithfield Direct*
Amy Smoyer
William and Helen 

Smucker
Karen Sopko
James and Lucie Sovey
Ron and Debbie 

Spittler
Spray Products 

Medina*
St. Martin Infant of 

Prague Guild
William and Linda 

Steingass
David and Bernadette 

Swancer
Timothy Synk
The Ashley Group
The Clara Weiss Fund
The Marquard 

Company Inc.
The Riverside 

Company
The Ryan Family 

Foundation
Mark and Diane 

Thomas
David Thompson
Larry and Blythe Toops
United Church of 

Christ Congregational
United Way of 

Alabama
United Way Suncoast
Jeffrey and Marta Van 

Loon
Dr. Vic Petras
Richard Wagner
David Walkowiak
Terence Wei
Christine Weis
Western Reserve 

Masonic Community
Paul Widenmeyer
Doug and Melissa 

Williams
Jeanne Williams
Howard and Kris Wolff

* Donors are recognized for the value of their in-kind contributions
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Mission Statement
Feeding Medina County’s mission is to educate, engage and lead 
our community in creating an environment where no one goes 
hungry. We nourish our community with essential programs that 
put food on the table for children, families and seniors who are  
at risk of hunger.

Board
PRESIDENT: Daryl Kubilus Jr.
VICE PRESIDENT: Cathy Posner
SECRETARY: Marie Edmonds
TREASURER: John Gorsek

PAST PRESIDENT: Don Miksch
Nancy Gowe
Jamie Marks
Dane Sandridge
Andrew Waite

Feeding Medina County
650 W. Smith Road, C-8
Medina, OH 44256

Phone: (330) 421-4816
Email: info@feedingmedinacounty.org

www.feedingmedinacounty.org

FACTS & FIGURES

789,277
Lbs. of Food  
Distributed to 
Community TOTAL

80,082
Lbs. of Food | 
Staples for Seniors

244,826
Lbs. of Food | 
Weekenders for Children 

90,432
Lbs. of Food | 
Walk Ins & Other

373,937
Lbs. of Food | 
Food Distributions




